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Spadix decurved, pendulous, about 4 feet long; peduncle
before branching about 2 feet long, quite concealed by the
sheathing imbricate, lacerate spathes; male flowers strongly
scented; branches of the spadix about 2 feet long, subfastigiate,
slender, with a scaly bract at the base of each; flowers rather
distant, rather large, in pairs, with a vertical scale interposed;
buds acute; sepals 3, roundish, imbricate, with thick bases;
petals 3, oblong, very thick and coriaceous; stamens numerous;
filaments short: anthers linear, adnate, apiculate, pistillode 0.
Female flowers: branches of spadix alternate towards the
ends, where they bear rudimentai^ iiowers; flowers solitary,
each in a • shallow, entire or bi-lobed cup; sepals small, broadly
cordate; petals triangular, acute or cuspidate, valvate; staminode
several (Griffith does not find any shortly after fecundation)
ovary roundish, 3-celled; styles 3, short, recurved.
Fruits spirally arranged and crowded on the lower halves of
the branches of the spadix (the upper halves being naked),
about the size of a crab-apple, globosely turbinate, broader than
long, much depressed at the apex, crowned with the remains of
the stigmas. Seeds 3, convex on one face, unequally angular
on the other, separating easily except at the base, from the
black papery endocarp, brown, smooth, marked copiously with
slightly branched veins, converging at the aoex of the seed.
Albumen horny; embryo dorsal.
habitat. —Deccan and Western Peninsula : Dense forests on
hills about Coimbatore, Nilghiri hills, alt. 3,000 feet; Ankola
and Divimana Ghats of Northern Eanara; common on the Mushki
Ghat at about 1,500 feet elevation; very common on the Ghats
near the falls of Gairsoppa in evergreen forests. Travancore
500-3,000 feet.
flowers.—From November to January.
uses.—The cut flower stalks yield toddy.
illustration : plate ,LXL—A clump of Wight's Sago Palm
growing in the Botanic Gardens of Calcutta.* This tree, if left
alone, never grows an isolated stem, but has a strong tendency
towards forming dense tufts.
The photograph was kindly presented by CoL Gage.

